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of land-tax payable to the Government, in consideration
of his affording such protection.

The residents left, and the station was soon taken
possession of by the rebel chief, Mohammed Hussain.
It was not long before the poor native Christians were
exposed to ill-treatment from this chief, and from his
cruel myrmidons. The rajah was unable or unwilling
to defend them. They were robbed of nearly every-
thing. They were savagely beaten. Their women were
abused. Their bullocks were taken from them. Driven
from their fields, they were reduced to the greatest
extremities. Mohammed Hussain threatened, that if
they did not become Mussulmans they should all be
killed. It was wisely considered better to make their
escape from such heavy persecutions, even though they
might have to encounter great trials in the attempt.
They therefore made arrangements to go away, a few
at a time, so as to avoid observation, which by God's
providence they were able to ca,rry out. They fled
through the jungles across the country to Aligunj,
which was in the hands of the Government, and was
some eighty or one hundred miles distant from Gorruck-
pore. From this place they communicated with Mr
Stern, who was now residing in Benares. On receiving
the news of their safe arrival at Aligunj, Mr Stern left
in a boat for that place. The affecting story of the
meeting of the native Christians with their missionary,
I leave to Mr Stern himself to tell.